
  

 

South Aiken Presbyterian Church 

1711 Whiskey Rd. 

South Aiken Presbyterian Church, dedicated to Jesus Christ 

and inspired by the Holy Spirit, will deliberately foster an       

inclusive, intergenerational congregation.  We will extend     

revolutionary, Christ-Like hospitality to everyone we              

encounter, embrace diverse styles of worship, and utilize a                             

tech-based relational outreach. 
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 Welcome to God-Encountered worship at South Aiken Presbyterian Church! We are 

thankful that you have been called to worship with us this morning. We believe all people 

are children of God. We believe that the redeeming grace of God can transform our lives by 

the power of the Holy Spirit. We believe all people are loved with a love that has no end in 

Jesus Christ.  

 Today, may you encounter Jesus Christ through Spirit-inspired worship including 

dynamic preaching, specific prayers, and beautiful music. May the blessings of the triune 

God give you joy and hope that can only come from God with us.  Let us worship God! 

Please Note:  God may be calling you, but probably not on your cell phone! Please turn off or silence your devices       

during worship.  We also ask for your support in keeping the aisle open; kindly place any 

walkers in the pew to keep walkways clear.   

All SAPC services are recorded for release on our YouTube channel.  If you do not wish                 

to be recorded during services, please sit in the video free zones, designated by this sign. 

Contact media@southaiken.org for more details and to confirm your privacy request.   

Save the Date 

Connection Sunday will be on May 31st immediately 

following Sunday’s Worship Service.  Pastor Jason will 

be giving a presentation on “A Landscape of Love”. 

Online Donations 
available on our website, or by            

scanning this QR code with camera.  

mailto:media@southaiken.org
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May 17, 2026 10:00 am 
 

(Please stand, if able, when indicated by an *) 

 

Prelude           “Sanctuary”            Lawson  

Olga Kuzmenkova, Pianist 

 

Welcome and Announcements               Greg Burkes (Pulpit Assistant, PA) 

 

The Chiming (For God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.)  

 

Introit           “Holy Ground”               Geron Davis 

 

 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

 

*Call to Worship (Isaiah 55: 12-13) (Responsively): 

One: For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall 

burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

ALL: Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle, 

and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

*Praise Hymn        “He is Exalted       Twila Paris 

See Insert 

 

Prayer of Confession (Together): Gracious God, we have been created by you.  In our life we sometimes 

find ourselves in the wilderness being tested.  We are dry from being disconnected with you, thirsty for 

your Spirit, and give into temptation when the testing goes too long.  Help us, O God, when we lean on 

ourselves instead you through Jesus Christ. 

(Pause and confess your personal sin in silence to God) 

PA: Amen  

 

Assurance of Forgiveness (Responsively): 

One: Who is in a position to condemn? 

ALL: Only Jesus Christ. Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ rules in power for us, and 

Christ prays for us. Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation, the old life is gone and new 

life has begun. Know we are forgiven and be at peace. Amen. 

One: As you see and hear the water being poured into baptismal font, let us witness to each other, to 

the community through the resurrected Christ in thought, words, and actions. 

 

The Baptismal Font  (pouring of the water) 

 

 

 

7th Sunday of Easter 
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*Responsive Hymn #515            “I Come with Joy” 

I come with joy, a child of God, forgiven, loved, and free 

The life of Jesus to recall in love laid down for me 

In love laid down for me  

 

*Holy Interruption (aka, Passing the Peace) (Responsively):   

PA: Since God has forgiven us in Jesus Christ, let us forgive one another. The peace of the Lord Jesus 

Christ be with you. 

ALL: And also with you. (share fist bumps, high fives, hugs, and other signs of forgiveness and peace 

to each other.) 

 

 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD 

 

Children’s Moment                Angela Clifford 

(Children are invited to come to the stage steps for a small lesson, then walk together to Sunday School in the 

Fellowship Hall.) 

 

Anthem    “We Shall Mount Up With Wings Like Eagles”               Anna Laura Page 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

 Scripture (New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition, NRSVUE): 

 Old Testament Reading: Genesis 2: 4b - 3: 24  (pg. 2 of the Old Testament) 

 Gospel Reading:   Matthew 3: 16-17,  Matthew 4: 1-4 (pg. 3 of the New Test.) 

 

One: Hear what the Spirit says to the church. 

All: Thanks be to God.  

 

Sermon   “Landscape Series: Landscapes of Creation Part 1”   Rev. Jason Hammersley 

 

*Responsive Hymn #15  “All Creatures of Our God and King” (stanzas 1-2, 4) 
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*Affirmation of Faith (Together):   The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried; 

he descended into hell. 

the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand 

of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge  

the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

And the life everlasting. Amen 

 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD  

 

Prayer of Intercession (prayers for the Church, the world, the nation, the community and our loved ones.) 

 

Minute for Mission                    Greg Burkes 

 

Offering of Gifts 

 

 Offertory             “Knowing You”               Hayes  

 

 *Doxology:  Hymn #606    “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
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 *Prayer of Thanksgiving (with the Lord’s Prayer): 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,   

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen  

 

SENDING INTO THE WORLD  

 

*Hymn #757        “Today, We All Are Called to be Disciples” 

 

*Blessing and Benediction  

 

*Postlude Hymn #743        “O God, You Are My God” 

O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise You.   

O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise You.  

I will seek you in the morning, and I will  

learn to walk in your ways.   

And step by step you’ll lead me,  

and I will follow you all of my days. 
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Sermon Scripture Activity (NRSVUE): 

As the Scripture is read (Matthew 3: 16-17; 4: 1-4) fill in the blank with the word(s) you hear. 

 

 

16 
And when Jesus had been ______________, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heav-

ens were opened to him and he saw Godõs Spirit descending like a __________ and alighting on 

him. 
17 
And a voice from the heavens said, òThis is my ______, the ____________,

[a]
 with whom I am 

well pleased.ó  

 

The Testing of Jesus 

4 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the ________________ to be tested by the ________. 
2 
He fast-

ed forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. 
3 
The tempter came and said to him, 

òIf you are the Son of God, command these _____________ to become loaves of bread.ó 
4 
But he an-

swered, òIt is _______________, 

 

ôOne does not live by bread alone, 
 
    but by every word that comes from the _____________ of God.õ ó 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%203%3A%2016-17%3B%204%3A%201-4&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23210a
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Question of the Day  

 

 

 

 

 

Sanctuary flowers for this Sunday’s            

Worship were provided by Anita & 

Bob Page in celebration of their         

wonderful journey of 69 years. 
 

Reserve your date by visiting the new 
“Sanctuary Flowers” web page found under the 
Worship menu tab, or call the  Secretary’s office 

at 803-648-9574. 

Please drop off your donations in front of the 

Church Office, Narthex and Kindergarten Office.  

The bins are marked with the KINDer Closet logo.  

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=db5b09d4d1e1ad54745f1d1d6d80d3ba4e7a4cd2c418e20ffb53da27b3671bf3JmltdHM9MTc3ODYzMDQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=39cf10e4-1d3f-60cc-153a-1f201c13616a&psq=questions+pertaining+to+John+17%3a+1-11+&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9ldmVyZ3Jvd2luZ2Nocml
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=db5b09d4d1e1ad54745f1d1d6d80d3ba4e7a4cd2c418e20ffb53da27b3671bf3JmltdHM9MTc3ODYzMDQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=39cf10e4-1d3f-60cc-153a-1f201c13616a&psq=questions+pertaining+to+John+17%3a+1-11+&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9ldmVyZ3Jvd2luZ2Nocml
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=db5b09d4d1e1ad54745f1d1d6d80d3ba4e7a4cd2c418e20ffb53da27b3671bf3JmltdHM9MTc3ODYzMDQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=39cf10e4-1d3f-60cc-153a-1f201c13616a&psq=questions+pertaining+to+John+17%3a+1-11+&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9ldmVyZ3Jvd2luZ2Nocml
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=db5b09d4d1e1ad54745f1d1d6d80d3ba4e7a4cd2c418e20ffb53da27b3671bf3JmltdHM9MTc3ODYzMDQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=39cf10e4-1d3f-60cc-153a-1f201c13616a&psq=questions+pertaining+to+John+17%3a+1-11+&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9ldmVyZ3Jvd2luZ2Nocml
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SAPC’s Blessing Box  
 

Please don’t forget our homeless, please consider 

bringing one of the following for them. 
 

Possible Non-Perishable Food Items 
 

§ Bottled Water 

§ One-box meals  

§ Dried fruits & nuts 

§ Canned goods  

§ Granola bars, Crackers 

§ Fruit cups, Instant Oatmeal 

§ meat, fruit, & vegetables 
 

Possible Personal Care Items 

§ Unused Underwear/Socks 

§ Travel-sized hygiene items 

(toothpaste, soap, etc.) 

§ Toilet paper 

§ Band Aids/Wet wipes 

§ Nail clippers 

Have you misplaced an item 

while you were at SAPC or           

the Family Life Ctr? 
 

Please stop by the Family Life 

Center (Room F100) to see if, we 

have what you are looking for. 

 Prayer Requests 

 

Kierpse Family - season of grief. 

Hook Family - season of grief. 

Stephens Family - season on grief. 

MacCrum & Tyler Family season of grief. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Nancy G.  for recovery. 

John P. (friend of Will & Anita Self) for healing & 

 strength. 

Crissy C (Daughter in Law of John C.) - for health 

 concerns. 

Gary E. (Robin E.’s brother) for health concerns. 

Rob K. (Lynn B.’s brother) for comfort & healing. 

Donna B. for healing & recovery. 

Graham T. (Chery M.’s great grandson) for healing 

          & recovery. 

Jim M. (Alex M’s father) for health concerns. 

Gordon C. recovery 

Sonni C. for healing & recovery. 

Owens G. (Cissy K) for health & strength.    

Michael & Jennifer H. (friend of Linda W.) for  

        health and strength.. 

Carina M. for health & strength. 

Nancy & Andrew G. for health & strength. 

John K. (Donna B’s brother) for comfort & healing. 

AJ B. (Donna B’s relative) for comfort and healing. 

Debbie E. (niece of Linda B.) comfort and healing. 

Myra & Brooke R. (friends of Jimmy B.) health 

   concerns. 

Linda S. (friend of Scott M.) healing. 

Ethel (mother to Steve H.) comfort. 

Pat M. (Linda B’s sister) health concerns. 

Leslie C.  health concerns. 

Doug M. (Linda B.’s nephew) healing and comfort. 

Ray P. (cousin of Sarah S.) healing and strength.  

Lynn S. comfort. 

Dot M. for healing & comfort.. 

Lois V. sister of Lyn V., increased mobility 

Anita & Bob P. comfort. 
 

Homebound Members 
 

Email secretary@southaiken.org to change 

information or removal of name. The church email address is: 

secretary@southaiken.org 

May Collection 
(Peanut Butter & Jelly) 

 

ACTS collection baskets are located in the nar-

thex by the church entrance and across from the 

church office.  Monetary donations may be made 

by placing a check made out to SAPC in the of-

fering plate and noting 'ACTS' on the memo line.   

 Thank you!    

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=ab6d910d12f801faJmltdHM9MTcyMTE3NDQwMCZpZ3VpZD0zOWNmMTBlNC0xZDNmLTYwY2MtMTUzYS0xZjIwMWMxMzYxNmEmaW5zaWQ9NTkzOQ&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=39cf10e4-1d3f-60cc-153a-1f201c13616a&psq=good+food+items+for+homeless&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9zdXJ2aXZ
mailto:secretary@southaiken.org
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Volunteers Next Week 
 

Pulpit Assistant: Greg Burkes 
 

Ushers: Heidi Abele, Chuck Abele,                       
Sharon Filler, Cheryl MacCrum 

 

Sound: Scott Reboul 
 

Video: Carina McGee 
 
 

Volunteers Next Week 
 

Pulpit Assistant: Paul Ebel 
 

Ushers: Elaine Barnes, Elsie Worpell,                            
Mollie Brownlow, Jim Brown 

 

Sound: Scott Martin 
 

Video: Anthony Williamson 

SAPC THIS WEEK 
 

Sunday, May 17
th 

 
9:00a The Present Word Sunday School (Library) 
    -  Presbyterian Cafe (FLC PCR) Book of Acts 
    -  JaM Party (Fellowship Hall) 
10:00a Worship Service   
11:00a Family Lake Day 
2:00p Pickleball (Gym) 
6:00p Youth Group Game Night (FLC Youth Rm) 

 

Monday, May 18
th 

9:30a Music Room Reserved 
12:00p Bible Friends (Gym) 
2:00p Pickleball (Gym) 
6:00p Mighty Warriors  BB (Gym) 
6:00p Youth Group Game Night (FLC Youth Rm) 

 

Tuesday, May 19
th 

 
12:00p Bible Friends (Gym) 
2:00p Pickleball (Gym) 
4:30p Belles Canto (Music Room) 
5:00p Property Meeting (Library) 
6:00p Carolina Flight BB (Gym) 
7:00p Scouts Meeting (F205 in FLC) 

 

Wednesday, May 20
th

 
12:00p Bible Friends (Gym) 
    -  Teacher Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
2:00p Pickleball (Gym) 
6:00p Mighty Warriors  BB (Gym) 

 

Thursday, May 21
st 

8:45 5K Graduation (Sanctuary & Gym) 
12:00p Bible Friends (Gym) 
2:00p  Pickleball (Gym) 
5:00p Kash Elite (Gym) 

 

Friday, May 22
nd

   
12:00p Bible Friends (Gym) 
2:00p Pickleball (Gym) 
4:00p-  Mighty Warriors Basketball ( Gym) 
6:00p Carolina Flight Basketball ( Gym) 

 

Saturday, May 23
rd   

11:00p Mighty Warriors Basketball (Gym) 
2:00p  Pickleball (Gym) 

 

Sunday, May 24
th 

 
9:00a The Present Word Sunday School (Library) 
    -  Presbyterian Cafe (FLC PCR) Book of Acts 
    -  Choir Rehearsal (Music Room) 
10:00a Worship Service  
11:00a Diaconate Mtg (Library & Fellowship Hall) 
11:00a Family Lake Day 
1:00p Admin & Stewardship Meeting 
2:00p Pickleball (Gym) 
 

* FLC - Family Life Center 
** PCR - Pastorôs Conference Room 

 

Upcoming Schedule for  
Sunday School  

 
May 17th (Escape from Egypt, Water Rescue) 

Teacher: Angela Clifford 
Assistant Teacher: Margaret Clifford 
Aide: Shirley Colburn 
 

May 24th (Pentecost) 

Teacher: Mary Bunch 
Assistant Teacher: Jim Bunch 
Aide: Sandy Erwin 
 
May 31st (Escape from Egypt, Nowhere to Run) 

Teacher: Emily Martin 
Assistant Teacher: Kimberly Goetter 
Aide: Sandy Haines 
 
June 7th (Pray-Ground, No Sunday School) 

 

PRIVACY OF CONTACT INFORMATION 

If you wish for your phone number and/or address to 

be withheld from any printed publication which may 

be seen by the public, please contact Monica at           

secretary@southaiken.org or (803-648-9574) to let 

your wishes be known. 

mailto:secretary@southaiken.org
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SAPC STAFF  

 
Office Ministry Staff 

Monica Grindle, Secretary: ext. 100, secretary@southaiken.org 

Mary Bunch, Interim Treasurer: ext. 103, treasurer@southaiken.org 

 

Music Ministry Staff 

Phillip Hare, Director of Music, philliphare@hotmail.com 

Olga Kuzmenkova, Pianist/Accompanist, okvwarren@gmail.com 

 

Communication Ministry Staff 

Carina McGee, Communications Specialist, ext. 105 media@southaiken.org. 

     Office Hours: Upon Request 

 

Family and Children Ministry Staff 

Kim Goetter, Children and Family Ministry Coordinator, families@southaiken.org 

 

Youth Ministry Staff 

Anthony Williamson, Youth Programs Coordinator. youth@southaiken.org 

 

Facility Ministry Staff 

Kirk Callan, Sexton (Custodian): kirkcallan@gmail.com 

 

Church & School Mission Staff 

Jennifer Huntley, Kindergarten Director:  

 803-648-9895: ext. 107. sapkdirector@southaiken.org 

Cissy Kelley, Assistant Kindergarten Director/Childcare Coordinator:   

 803-648-9895 ext.110, cell 803-270-5808. sapkasst_director@southaiken.org 

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 

Church Office:  803-648-9574 

Rev. Jason Hammersley, Pastor/Head of Staff: ext. 112  

pastor@southaiken.org 

SAPK:  803-648-9895 

Fax:  803-648-7972 

Web Site:  www.southaiken.org 

Email:  secretary@southaiken.org 
 

Find our SAPC page on Facebook at @SouthAikenPresChurch!  

Also with Instagram at: southaikenpc  

mailto:secretary@southaiken.org
mailto:treasurer@southaiken.org
mailto:philliphare@hotmail.com
mailto:media@sapc.org
mailto:youth@southaiken.org
mailto:pastor@southaiken.org
mailto:www.southaiken.org
mailto:secretary@southaiken.org

