
  

 

South Aiken Presbyterian Church 

1711 Whiskey Rd. 

South Aiken Presbyterian Church, dedicated to Jesus Christ 

and inspired by the Holy Spirit, will deliberately foster an       

inclusive, intergenerational congregation.  We will extend     

revolutionary, Christ-Like hospitality to everyone we              

encounter, embrace diverse styles of worship, and utilize a                             

tech-based relational outreach. 
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 Welcome to God-Encountered worship at South Aiken Presbyterian Church! We are 

thankful that you have been called to worship with us this morning. We believe all people 

are children of God. We believe that the redeeming grace of God can transform our lives by 

the power of the Holy Spirit. We believe all people are loved with a love that has no end in 

Jesus Christ.  

 Today, may you encounter Jesus Christ through Spirit-inspired worship including 

dynamic preaching, specific prayers, and beautiful music. May the blessings of the triune 

God give you joy and hope that can only come from God with us.  Let us worship God! 

Please Note:  God may be calling you, but probably not on your cell phone! Please turn off or silence your devices       

during worship.  We also ask for your support in keeping the aisle open; kindly place any 

walkers in the pew to keep walkways clear.   

All SAPC services are recorded for release on our YouTube channel.  If you do not wish                 

to be recorded during services, please sit in the video free zones, designated by this sign. 

Contact media@southaiken.org for more details and to confirm your privacy request.   

Online Donations 
available on our website, or by scanning 

this QR code with camera.  

See page 7 for 

all of this years 

graduates! 

Save the Date 

Connection Sunday will be on May 31st immediately following 

Sundayôs Worship Service.  Pastor Jason will be giving a 

presentation on ñA Landscape of Loveò. 

mailto:media@southaiken.org
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May 10, 2026 10:00 am 
 

(Please stand, if able, when indicated by an *) 

 

Prelude          ñLiving Hopeò          Sorenson  

Olga Kuzmenkova, Pianist 

 

Welcome and Announcements           Melissa Major (Pulpit Assistant, PA) 

 

The Chiming (For God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.)  

 

Introit      ñHonor Love and Growò     Joseph M. Martin 

JaM (SAPC Childrenôs Choir) 

Directed By: Lyn VanDervort and Lynn Burkes 

 

ñThe Bibleò 

JaM Childrenôs Chime Choir 

Directed by Phillip Hare 
 

 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

 
*Call to Worship (Psalm 23) (Responsively): 

One: The Lord is our shepherd. We lack nothing. 

ALL: The Lord lets us rest in grassy meadows; The Lord leads us to restful waters; 

One: The Lord keeps us alive. God guides us in proper paths for the sake of Godôs good name. 

ALL: Even when we walk through the darkest valley, we fear no danger because you are with us. 

Your rod and your staffðthey protect us. 

One: You set a table for us right in front of our enemies. You bathe our heads in oil; our cup is so full it 

spills over! 

ALL: Yes, goodness and faithful love will pursue us all the days of our life, and we will live in 

the Lordôs house as long as we live. 

 

*Praise Hymn #614    ñGreat Are You, Lordò     Michael W. Smith 

 

Prayer of Confession (Together): Gracious God, we sometimes feel alone.  We struggle with knowing 

your presence through the Holy Spirit.  We make decisions without consulting the Spirit of truth.  For-

give us, O God, for trying to do life on our own instead with your Holy Spiritôs guidance through Jesus 

Christ. 

(Pause and confess your personal sin in silence to God) 

PA: Amen  

 

Assurance of Forgiveness (Responsively): 

One: Who is in a position to condemn? 

ALL: Only Jesus Christ. Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ rules in power for us, and 

Christ prays for us. Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation, the old life is gone and new 

life has begun. Know we are forgiven and be at peace. Amen. 

One: As you see and hear the water being poured into baptismal font, let us witness to each other, to 

the community through the resurrected Christ in thought, words, and actions. 

 

The Baptismal Font  (pouring of the water) 

 

6th Sunday of Easter  / Mothers Day / Graduation Sunday 
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*Responsive Hymn #288            ñSpirit of the Living Godò 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 

*Holy Interruption (aka, Passing the Peace) (Responsively):   

PA: Since God has forgiven us in Jesus Christ, let us forgive one another. The peace of the Lord Jesus 

Christ be with you. 

ALL: And also with you. (share fist bumps, high fives, hugs, and other signs of forgiveness and peace 

to each other.) 

 

 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Childrenôs Moment                Ryleigh Goetter 

(Children are invited to come to the stage steps for a small lesson, then walk together to Sunday School in the 

Fellowship Hall.) 

 

Anthem        ñSanctuary With Take My Life and Let It Be Consecratedò          Arr. By Bruce Greer 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

 Scripture (New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition, NRSVUE): 

 New Testament Reading: Acts 17: 22-31 (pg. 137 of the New Testament)  

 Gospel Reading:   John 14: 15-21 (pg. 109 of the New Testament)  

 

One: Hear what the Spirit says to the church. 

All: Thanks be to God.  

 
Sermon             ñA Love That Isò     Rev. Jason Hammersley 

 

*Responsive Hymn #488   ñI Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry 

 

Presentation: Graham Culp and Charlie Morgan are presented by the session, for the reaffirming of the bap-

tismal covenant into which they were baptized. They now desire to profess publicly their faith and to assume 

greater responsibility in the life of the church, and Godôs mission in the world. 

 

Pastor: We rejoice that you now desire to declare your faith and to share with us in our common 

ministryé Hear these words from Holy Scripture: 

 

Profession of Faith and Rejections 

 

Pastor: Now, as you publicly declare your faith, I ask you to reject sin, to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, 

and to confess the faith of the church, the faith in which you were baptized. 

 

1. Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil and its power in 

the world? (I do.) 
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2. Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and Savior, trusting in his grace and love? (I do.) 

 

3. Will you be Christôs faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love? (I will, with Godôs help.) 

 

`*Profession of Faith (Together):   The Apostlesô Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried; 

he descended into hell. 

the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand 

of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge  

the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

And the life everlasting. Amen 

 

4. You have publicly professed your faith. Will you be a faithful member of this congregation, share in its 

worship and ministry through your prayers and gifts, your study and service, and so fulfill your calling to be a 

disciple of Jesus Christ? (I will, with Godôs help.) 

 

Prayer (Together): Gracious God, by water and the Spirit you claimed us as your own, cleansing us 

from sin, and giving us new life. You made us members of your body, the church, calling us to be your 

servants in the world. Renew in Graham and Charlie, the covenant you made in their baptism. Contin-

ue the good work you have begun in them. Send them forth in the power of your Spirit to love and serve 

you with joy, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Laying on of Hands with prayer 

 

Welcome (Responsively): 

 

Pastor: Graham and Charlie, by publicly professing their faith, have expressed their intention to con-

tinue in the covenant God made with them in their baptism. Let us welcome them as they join 

with us in the worship and mission of the church. 

 

ALL: With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you to share with us in the ministry of Christ, for 

we are all one in him. 
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RESPONDING TO GODôS WORD  
 

Prayer of Intercession (prayers for the Church, the world, the nation, the community and our loved ones.) 

 
Offering of Gifts 

 

 Offertory             ñI Surrender Allò          Sorenson  

 

 *Doxology:  Hymn #606    ñPraise God From Whom All Blessings Flowò 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 

 *Prayer of Thanksgiving (with the Lordôs Prayer): 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,   

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen  

 

 

SENDING INTO THE WORLD  

 

Honoring of Graduates and Prayer 

 
*Hymn #733        ñWe All Are One in Missionò 

 

*Blessing and Benediction  

 

*Postlude Hymn #743        ñO God, You Are My Godò 

O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise You.   

O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise You.  

I will seek you in the morning, and I will  

learn to walk in your ways.   

And step by step youôll lead me,  

and I will follow you all of my days. 
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This yearôs graduates!! 
Margaret Clifford 

Daughter of Angela and Walter (BJ) Clifford 

Margaret will be attending the University of South Carolina  Columbia in the fall as a South Carolina 

Teaching Fellow.  She plans to become a high school English teacher.  She is an active member of 

SAPC's youth group and contributes as a Deacon, pulpit assistant, usher and Sunday School teacher.  

We are  absolutely thrilled for Margaret and so proud of her commitment, perseverance, and genuine 

heart!  

Nicholas James Goetter 

Son of Eric and Kimberly Goetter 

Nicholas will graduate from South Aiken High School with a 4.0 grade point  average.  He has been 

awarded the Scholar Athlete multiple times for his participation in Cross Country, Track and Field, and 

Tennis.  When Nicholas is not on the field or courts, he's involved in various activities through our 

church.  Nicholas will be attending the Bridge Program at Clemson this fall.  He will be majoring in Me-

chanical Engineering.  Nicholas is looking forward to being a part of the Presbyterian Student Association 

up at Clemson.  Congratulations, Nicholas!  We are incredibly proud of all you've achieved and can't wait 

Brandon Glenn 

Son of Susan Glenn 

Brandon Glenn is graduating this week from Clemson University with a B.A. in Economics. During his 

time studying at Clemson he has been an active member and officer of his church youth group, Presbyterian 

Student Association, at Fort Hill Presbyterian Church and is a proud member of the trumpet section in the 

Tiger Marching Band and Pep Band.  As of this summer, he will have worked as summer staff at Montreat 

Conference Center for 4 years, 3 of those as Co-Director of Sound. He learned to sail on Lake Hartwell and 

has become an avid rock climber.  As always he continues to hike mountains whenever he has the time and 

shares this passion with his friends who are learning to keep up with him.  After graduation, he will continue his studies at 

Clemson as a Master of Economics graduate student. 

KATIE JANE BURCH 

Granddaughter of Shirley & Gordon Colburn 

Katie Jane Burch, the daughter of Jon and Lisa Burh and granddaughter of Gordon and Shirley Colburn 

is graduating from Aiken High. Katie is a member of the National Honor Society and the National Art 

Honor Society. She has attended the Gateway Art Program for 5 summers. She has played soccer on the 

AFC soccer club and the girlsô soccer team at Aiken High, two years on JV and four years on the varsity 

team. Katie is also a member of the Buddy Club, GEM and Beta Club at Aiken. She has attended Sun-

day school, VBS, and Youth Group at SAPC. Katie will be going to Furman University in the fall.  

Congratulations also goes out to Lucca Appignani and Violet Fent! 



у 

 

 

 



ф 

 

Please drop off your donations in front of the 

Church Office, Narthex and Kindergarten Office.  

The bins are marked with the KINDer Closet logo.  

 

 

 

To All of Our Volunteers 

Your time, energy, and kindness have made a real 

difference here.  

We truly appreciate your contributions to our suc-

cess.  Looking back, we couldnôt have achieved so 

much without you.  

Your dedication inspires everyone around you, and 

weôre truly grateful for the positive impact youôve 

made here at South Aiken Presbyterian.  

Thank you for giving so generously of your-

self and your time to help others.   


